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President’s Report – October 2013  

 
 
Christmas is coming in more ways then one.  Yes, the months are flying by and sometimes I feel like I will 
never catch up.  Also, we will do Christmas for our display at the Craft Show.  I know Barbara have given 
you all the details in her Report. 
 
I won’t be able to be at the next meeting as I will be in Mudgee for the weekend (hopefully my little car gets 
me there and back), but I will be back on the Wednesday of the Craft Show and will be there as often as 
needed and extra as well, so hope to catch up with those on “duty”. 
 
The suggestion of going to Melbourne and having a class with Pauline (our Judge from Melbourne for this 
year’s RNA) has taken the first step.  As you can see from an extract from her e-mail decisions have to be 
made, or more importantly, a date set.  The flight price will be approximately $225 return.  I envisage that 
we follow up on accommodation later as we would need to book this close to where we do the workshop and 
close to tram/train for moving around.  We could share a unit or units and I promise to bring my “snore” 
guard.  As I said, this is only in the talking stage at the moment. 
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I have never made Cinderella boxes and have started some for the Craft Show – we all have new 
experiences in Decoupage – wish me luck that they will turn out and they won’t be the only ones left on the 
table on Sunday. 
 
If I don’t see you at the Craft Show, hopefully, it will be at the Workshop. 
 
On Sunday 17th November we are planning to have a workshop  "Decoupage on Terracotta Pots".  We will 
be collecting names of interested persons at the Craft Show.  Barbara has done a wonderful job by doing 3 
pots at the different stages for display at the Craft Show to give anyone interested an idea of the 
process.  Barbara has also prepared pots ready to commence.  Please keep this date in mind as we will need 
members to assist those attending the workshop. 
�

Di Loxton 
�
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SECRETARY'S  JOTTINGS 
 
 
Well, our next Guild commitment is fast approaching – I refer to the Craft and Quilt Show Fair (16th to 20th 
October.  You will have received the members’ roster enabling the stall to be staffed for those days.  Please 
check the list and advise if any change is necessary. 
 
 
The theme for the Guild display will be “Christmas”.  Thankyou Allan, for once again offering your time, 
expertise and pieces for the set up.  If you have any Christmas inspired items, would you please bring them 
along to the Guild Meeting on the 13th.  Your contribution of Cinderella Boxes and Soaps for sale at the Fair 
may also be brought to the meeting, or alternatively bring them along on your roster day. 
 
 
What has the Womens Weekly 80th Birthday got to do with the Craft Fair?  I must admit it 
was remiss of me back in July to disregard a general email from Expertise Events 
mentioning a competition between Guilds to commission a piece celebrating the event.  I 
instantly decided that there was not enough lead time to do such a thing as a Guild and 
promptly forgot all about it.  Not surprisingly they were disappointed with the response, and 
a couple of weeks back chased it up with some persuasive phone calls.  On your behalf, I 
have gathered together several of my Mucha pieces, Di has another which ties in well and at 
present I am working on a plate which hopefully will unite the pieces.  At least the 
Decoupage Guild will be represented, and I believe each participating Guild receives a parcel 
of books to the value of $150 (Sorry, I am not expecting to win the $1,000 first prize for you 
!) 
 

 
 

I really enjoyed the 
September Social Day when 
we concentrated on 
Cinderella Boxes and Soaps -
it is a joy to share skills 
together – I hope those who 
attended also felt they had a 
productive day.  What a 
wonderful surprise to see our 
new member Colleen 
Kingston walk up the 
driveway – we were not 
expecting anyone to arrive 

from the Gold Coast.  She showed us her Australiana egg 
which she had lacquered with a Liquitex product.  Colleen, 
I know other members look forward to learning more of 
your experience with it – I don't recall hearing of anyone 
else using it. 
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Until we catch up at Chermside 
Library at 9.30am on 13th October 
when we will be working once again 
on Cinderella Boxes.  But you are also 
welcome to bring along any work in 
progress to continue with or on which 
to seek advice.  We all learn from each 
others queries ! 
 
Barbara Chapple (Secretary DGQ) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is something to amuse you from Di!! 

Confucius Says 
Confucius Say: It's OK to let a fool kiss you; 
But don't let a kiss fool you. 
 

Confucius Say: A kiss is just shopping upstairs 
For downstairs merchandise. 
 

Confucius Say: It is better to lose a lover 
Than love a loser. 
 

Confucius Say: A drunken man's words 
Are a sober man's thoughts. 
 

Confucius Say: Marriage is like a bank account. 
You put it in, 
You take it out, 
And you lose interest. 
 

 
Confucius Say: Viagra is like Disneyland... 
A one-hour wait for a 2-minute ride. 
 

Confucius Say: It is much better to want the mate 
you do not have 
Than to have the mate you do not want. 
 

Confucius Say: A joke is like sex. 

Neither is any good if you don't get it� 
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Office Bearers 2013/2014  
 
President 
 

Di Loxton 
Phone: 0417 764 401 
E. dianeandallan@bigpond.com.au 
 
Vice-President 
 

Heather Lihou 
Phone: 3205 1943 
 

Secretary 
 

Barbara Chapple 
Phone: 3359 8937 
E: grahamandbarbara@dodo.com.au 
 
 

Treasurer  
   

Carol Carpendale 
Phone: 3353 2927 
E:c-jcarp@bigpond.net.au 
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A profile on how our Secretary really got into 
Decoupage:- 

�
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Having reached my retiring years and spending the greater part of my life doing things I felt I “should” be doing,  
I feel now is time to peruse my 3 passions - Decoupage, Travelling Australia (especially the more untraveled 
areas) and Textiles.  It may seem strange to say, but in many ways they complement each other. 

Firstly Decoupage – unlike most I do not prefer to use decoupage papers or artwork, but to start from “scratch” 
with an idea, feeling or message and the challenge of conveying this through a finished piece.  Occasionally I may 
find a picture that reflects my feelings.  I will be the first to admit that  my work falls far short of the exquisite 
pieces done by other members of our Guild, but if I am satisfied I am happy and if I am not satisfied I have 
learned something. 

To give an example I have chosen a small (20cm x 13cm) piece completed to enter into the “Outback Australia” 
section of  a recent exhibition.  When travelling the real outback the rich reds, ochres, purples, grey greens and 
brilliant blues have to be experienced and likewise the vastness where one can travel for hours without sighting 
another soul.  The centre is predominately arid except after occasional bursts of rain when the roadside is 
transformed to the pastel colours of a cottage garden.  Keeping these things in mind, one constantly comes upon 
relics of   farmhouses, small graveyards, torn up railway tracks, twisted broken windmills, abandoned hotels and 
uncapped bores gushing and wasting precious water from the Artesian Basin.  All this and European settlement 
only took place just over 200 years ago and tried in vain to control a land where those before them thrived for 
thousands of years. 

Using free cutting I tried to capture something of this on this plate.  With a limited palette of  Cobalt and Platho 
blues, Burnt Sienna, Red Madder, Cadmium Red, Yellow Oxide, Cadmium Yellow and  White I painted the 
background sky, land and the blue pond.  Everything else, including the ripples on the water, are cut from paper 
prepared by mixing the same colours plus Burnt Umber.  The shapes of the snake and goanna were cut, the centre 
piece removed, then glued on and the small segments of paper glued later.  The dots were painted onto the shapes 
before gluing down.  Hands, animal footprints, weapons, spirit people and tracks are traditionally used in 
Aboriginal artwork  and have been used to signify their oneness with the land, while the circled centre portrays 
the attempted control of a land that is impossible to control. 

A better choice of lacquer would not have taken away the brilliance of the colours as the one used tended to 
“yellow” slightly.    

�

 


