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President’s Report – October 2013  

 
 
Christmas is coming in more ways then one.  Yes, the months are flying by and sometimes I feel like I will 
never catch up.  Also, we will do Christmas for our display at the Craft Show.  I know Barbara have given 
you all the details in her Report. 
 
I won’t be able to be at the next meeting as I will be in Mudgee for the weekend (hopefully my little car gets 
me there and back), but I will be back on the Wednesday of the Craft Show and will be there as often as 
needed and extra as well, so hope to catch up with those on “duty”. 
 
The suggestion of going to Melbourne and having a class with Pauline (our Judge from Melbourne for this 
year’s RNA) has taken the first step.  As you can see from an extract from her e-mail decisions have to be 
made, or more importantly, a date set.  The flight price will be approximately $225 return.  I envisage that 
we follow up on accommodation later as we would need to book this close to where we do the workshop and 
close to tram/train for moving around.  We could share a unit or units and I promise to bring my “snore” 
guard.  As I said, this is only in the talking stage at the moment. 
 

“Di I am happy to hear that you are planning to come to Melbourne next year, together with the rest of 
the ladies in the month of September.  You also mention that you would like me to do a workshop on 
the frosted white Christmas baubles. 
 

 I would love to do that if we can work out dates etc. Usually the first half of September is a busy time 
for me as I have three birthdays in my family. The 3rd of September is my mother’s birthday, the 7th is 
my son in-laws birthday and the 13th is my son’s birthday so it would have to be sometime after that.  
 

At this stage it would suit me from Thursday  the 18th to Monday the 22nd  keeping in mind that  
Monday’s I teach,  but I am not sure  if Monday  the 22nd  next year falls on school holidays. But in any 
case we could do the workshop between  Friday the 19th Saturday the 20th  and Sunday the 21st     
 

You would need to let me know what you have in mind, if you want a one day workshop, a two day 
workshop, or a half day workshop. As far as costs  at this stage I can’t say as I don’t know if you also 
want me to provide the materials such as the glass Christmas Baubles, papers, tissue papers, Liquitex 
Gloss medium  varnish, glitter and medium for the frosted effect.  
 

If you want me to provide the glass Christmas baubles I need to know,  so that when Christmas 
comes along this year I can look to buy some, as during the other times of the year they are not 
available and then we would be stuck so that’s something to keep in mind. 
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 I would appreciate it if you can let me know what your thoughts are on this matter so then I can work 
out some costs. I would also need to think about where to hold the workshops as I normally don’t work 
from home as I teach at the Balwyn Community Centre.  I will have to try and work something out. 
Ok Di at least that gives you an idea as far as dates and if it suits, maybe we can work towards it.” 

 

I have never made Cinderella boxes and have started some for the Craft Show – we all have new 
experiences in Decoupage – wish me luck that they will turn out and they won’t be the only ones left on the 
table on Sunday. 
 
If I don’t see you at the Craft Show, hopefully, it will be at the Workshop. 
 
On Sunday 17th November we are planning to have a workshop  "Decoupage on Terracotta Pots".  We will 
be collecting names of interested persons at the Craft Show.  Barbara has done a wonderful job by doing 3 
pots at the different stages for display at the Craft Show to give anyone interested an idea of the 
process.  Barbara has also prepared pots ready to commence.  Please keep this date in mind as we will need 
members to assist those attending the workshop. 
 

Di Loxton 
 

DECORATING A TERRACOTTA POT 

(Most terra-cotta pots are unglazed and therefore not suitable as water containers) 
Materials: Terracotta pot, sandpaper (120-180), Gesso, Paint brushes, Acrylic artists paints, Sponges, Prepared images, Glue 
(1 part PVA : 3 parts Clag), Liquitex gloss medium varnish (GMV), Water based lacquer (satin or gloss) 
 
Begin by sanding off rough spots with coarse sandpaper (120-180). Fill any holes with a mixture of PVA and plaster of paris or 
Spakfilla and when dry sand smooth. 
 
Coat with 3 coats of Gesso, and when completely dry (at least 24hours), sand (180 grit) until smooth to touch. After choosing 
your image it is now ready to sponge on acrylic artist paint with colour suitable for your image. 
(If participating in a DGQ workshop your article would have been prepared ready for painting) 
 
Firstly choose your base colour and sponge onto outside of pot leaving the inner top to paint until outside has been dried - using 
a hair dryer speeds the process somewhat. This gives the inside of the pot to hold on to while you work. Samples shown have a 
metallic colour sponged with coarse sponge over the DRIED base. 
 
Samples from left to right: Rich gold over Hookers green mixed with a little cadmium yellow; Pale gold over cadmium red; Silver 
over black (giving a pewter appearance); Burnished copper over platho blue. 
 
Paler colours were achieved with Pearl white over titanium white mixed with a little cadmium yellow; and Silver over titanium 
white mixed with a little ultra-marine. 
 
Images may be sourced from wrapping paper or laser photo copies from books or greeting cards etc. Sealing images with GMV 
or a spray sealer before cutting is advisable.  
Cutting is done with fine pointed curved manicure scissors or scalpel. Areas to be removed from centre of image should be cut 
first. 
 

Since the pot is rounded and the image is flat it is necessary to cut towards centre in inconspicuous spots to prevent creasing 
when gluing. 
(Due to constraints of time in a workshop, cutting has been already done) 
 
With the aid of small pieces of blu-tac decide upon a design. Carefully remove blu-tac before gluing. Brush glue onto pot where 
centre of image is to be positioned and carefully put image in place gently adjusting it in place. Gradually apply more glue and 
gradually "brush" your image from centre outwards, remembering that some parts need to be overlapped to prevent creasing 
allowing for curve of pot. It sometimes happens that if bigger sections of image are positioned diagonally less overlapping is 
necessary.  
 
Now gently press down with slightly dampened sponge and carefully wipe away excess glue. Next, to protect your image, cover 
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with cling wrap or a dry "wet one" and apply a little more pressure to fix your image firmly. The rim at top of pots is trimmed with 
metallic or white stickers. Other areas may be enhanced with stickers as well. 
 
When dry apply 2 coats of GMV. For a more durable finish several coats of water based lacquer may be applied. 
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SECRETARY'S  JOTTINGS 
 
 
Well, our next Guild commitment is fast approaching – I refer to the Craft and Quilt Show Fair (16th to 20th 
October.  You will have received the members’ roster enabling the stall to be staffed for those days.  Please 
check the list and advise if any change is necessary. 
 
 
The theme for the Guild display will be “Christmas”.  Thankyou Allan, for once again offering your time, 
expertise and pieces for the set up.  If you have any Christmas inspired items, would you please bring them 
along to the Guild Meeting on the 13th.  Your contribution of Cinderella Boxes and Soaps for sale at the Fair 
may also be brought to the meeting, or alternatively bring them along on your roster day. 
 
 

What has the Womens Weekly 80th Birthday got to do with the Craft Fair?  I must admit it 
was remiss of me back in July to disregard a general email from Expertise Events 
mentioning a competition between Guilds to commission a piece celebrating the event.  I 
instantly decided that there was not enough lead time to do such a thing as a Guild and 
promptly forgot all about it.  Not surprisingly they were disappointed with the response, and 
a couple of weeks back chased it up with some persuasive phone calls.  On your behalf, I 
have gathered together several of my Mucha pieces, Di has another which ties in well and at 
present I am working on a plate which hopefully will unite the pieces.  At least the 
Decoupage Guild will be represented, and I believe each participating Guild receives a parcel 
of books to the value of $150 (Sorry, I am not expecting to win the $1,000 first prize for you 
!) 
 

 
 

I really enjoyed the 
September Social Day when 
we concentrated on 
Cinderella Boxes and Soaps -
it is a joy to share skills 
together – I hope those who 
attended also felt they had a 
productive day.  What a 
wonderful surprise to see our 
new member Colleen 
Kingston walk up the 
driveway – we were not 
expecting anyone to arrive 

from the Gold Coast.  She showed us her Australiana egg 
which she had lacquered with a Liquitex product.  Colleen, 
I know other members look forward to learning more of 
your experience with it – I don't recall hearing of anyone 
else using it. 
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Until we catch up at Chermside 
Library at 9.30am on 13th October 
when we will be working once again 
on Cinderella Boxes.  But you are also 
welcome to bring along any work in 
progress to continue with or on which 
to seek advice.  We all learn from each 
others queries ! 
 
Barbara Chapple (Secretary DGQ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is something to amuse you from Di!! 

Confucius Says 
Confucius Say: It's OK to let a fool kiss you; 

But don't let a kiss fool you. 
 

Confucius Say: A kiss is just shopping upstairs 

For downstairs merchandise. 
 

Confucius Say: It is better to lose a lover 

Than love a loser. 
 

Confucius Say: A drunken man's words 

Are a sober man's thoughts. 
 

Confucius Say: Marriage is like a bank account. 

You put it in, 

You take it out, 

And you lose interest. 

 

 

Confucius Say: Viagra is like Disneyland... 

A one-hour wait for a 2-minute ride. 
 

Confucius Say: It is much better to want the mate 

you do not have 

Than to have the mate you do not want. 
 

Confucius Say: A joke is like sex. 

Neither is any good if you don't get it. 
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Office Bearers 2013/2014  

 

President 
 

Di Loxton 
Phone: 0417 764 401 
E. dianeandallan@bigpond.com.au 
 

Vice-President 
 

Heather Lihou 
Phone: 3205 1943 
 

Secretary 
 

Barbara Chapple 
Phone: 3359 8937 
E: grahamandbarbara@dodo.com.au 
 
 

Treasurer  

   

Carol Carpendale 

Phone: 3353 2927 
E:c-jcarp@bigpond.net.au 
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A profile on how our Secretary really got into 

Decoupage:- 

 

DECOUPAGE & TRAVELLING AUSTRALIA 

DGQ MEMBER – Barbara Chapple 

 

 

Having reached my retiring years and spending the greater part of my life doing things I felt I “should” be doing,  

I feel now is time to peruse my 3 passions - Decoupage, Travelling Australia (especially the more untraveled 

areas) and Textiles.  It may seem strange to say, but in many ways they complement each other. 

Firstly Decoupage – unlike most I do not prefer to use decoupage papers or artwork, but to start from “scratch” 

with an idea, feeling or message and the challenge of conveying this through a finished piece.  Occasionally I may 

find a picture that reflects my feelings.  I will be the first to admit that  my work falls far short of the exquisite 

pieces done by other members of our Guild, but if I am satisfied I am happy and if I am not satisfied I have 

learned something. 

To give an example I have chosen a small (20cm x 13cm) piece completed to enter into the “Outback Australia” 

section of  a recent exhibition.  When travelling the real outback the rich reds, ochres, purples, grey greens and 

brilliant blues have to be experienced and likewise the vastness where one can travel for hours without sighting 

another soul.  The centre is predominately arid except after occasional bursts of rain when the roadside is 

transformed to the pastel colours of a cottage garden.  Keeping these things in mind, one constantly comes upon 

relics of   farmhouses, small graveyards, torn up railway tracks, twisted broken windmills, abandoned hotels and 

uncapped bores gushing and wasting precious water from the Artesian Basin.  All this and European settlement 

only took place just over 200 years ago and tried in vain to control a land where those before them thrived for 

thousands of years. 

Using free cutting I tried to capture something of this on this plate.  With a limited palette of  Cobalt and Platho 

blues, Burnt Sienna, Red Madder, Cadmium Red, Yellow Oxide, Cadmium Yellow and  White I painted the 

background sky, land and the blue pond.  Everything else, including the ripples on the water, are cut from paper 

prepared by mixing the same colours plus Burnt Umber.  The shapes of the snake and goanna were cut, the centre 

piece removed, then glued on and the small segments of paper glued later.  The dots were painted onto the shapes 

before gluing down.  Hands, animal footprints, weapons, spirit people and tracks are traditionally used in 

Aboriginal artwork  and have been used to signify their oneness with the land, while the circled centre portrays 

the attempted control of a land that is impossible to control. 

A better choice of lacquer would not have taken away the brilliance of the colours as the one used tended to 

“yellow” slightly.    

 

 


