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SECRETARY’S JOTTINGS
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Food for Thought:-

Although the five decoupeurs who

attended the live-in-workshop thoroughly

enjoyed and constructively used the time |
together, it was very disappointing that a '
majority were not able to come. t#

Maybe the time has come to re-evaluate % &
this activity on the Guilds agenda, or in the

very least nominate a minimum number of !
confirmed intentions before cancelling the

booking and substituting a last minute ' $
alternative which would be more cost % (
effective to those committed.
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MOTHER OF PEARL BY BARBARA



The original thought was to create Mother of Pdaut,the possibilities with this method are
only limited by our imagination.

You will need chosen colours of paint, retardertenaseveral sponges, eye dropper, tissues
and towel for squeezing dry sponges, optional lsoco

Traditionally the base coat for Mother of Peadilger over 2 coats of grey for added depth
of colour, and for Tortoiseshell gold over 2 caoaftyellow oxide or similar.

Subsequent layers of paint should be of light cyeaomsistency — made by mixing 1 part

paint, 1 part retarder and 1 part water. Thisgsiide only as some paints are thicker than
others. The secret is the correct consistency-thio results in not enough colour left, too
thick results in pieces of tissue becoming embedidedrface. Each layer should be DRY
before proceeding to next.

Step. 1. Working on manageable areas, spongedas of watery paint on total surface.
Dab off with tissue allowing base colour to showotigh. Dry before continuing.

Step. 2. With clean sponge, apply second colmudamly over about % of area, dab off
and allow to dry.

Step. 3. In like manner sponge third colour d¢earea, dab off and allow to dry.

(Any of these steps may be repeated if you aréappy with balance of colour — including
watery layer of silver if it has completely beervered)

Step. 4. Sponge your final colour over total axred dab off — final colour is best pearly or
watery coat of iridescent gold or similar)

Suggested Colours

For Mother of Pearl — Base Silver, White, Pale pR&e pink, Pearl white.

For Tortoiseshell — Base Gold, Raw Sienna, Redalistvn (rose madder or mixture
of burnt sienna with cadmium red), darker browg (dixture burnt sienna and raw
umber),(optional a light touch of very dark col@paringly), yellow oxide, watery
coat of iridescent gold. (Optional — for a differeffect use drops of Isocol on dark
brown only to disburse paint instead of tissue.)

For a Pale Pastel — Base White followed by (egcapraqua, pearl white)
Or try your own choice of colours. Happy experitsen
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Today is yesterday’s tomorrow!

Don’t Worry, Be Happy



