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President’s  Column 

What a busy period since the last report – but it 

has been a very pleasant time and I have enjoyed 

these activities.  Photos of these occasions are in 

this issue. 

Patchwork Egg Workshop.  A few stayed for this 

workshop after the last meeting and we all 

enjoyed this activity; so much so that Sue did a 

similar workshop at the Jazz and Jumpers 

Festival in the Craft Shop in Warwick; another 

way of spreading Decoupage to the outer areas. 

Chermside Library Exhibition.  All hands were 

on deck on Saturday afternoon to put together 

the Exhibition for opening on Sunday.  We 

welcomed the expertise of Sally and Marilyn – it 

was good to see you.  Allan also put his usual 

flair to the display.  Sunday was “D” day and I, 

personally, thought it went very well.  The 

arrival of Judith Madden from Sydney caused a 

little excitement as we were all curious to see 

how she did her “Cinderella” boxes – well done.  

Clean up did not take too long – thanks to all 

who assisted over this weekend. 

 

 

RNA Exhibition (Ekka) 2012. We have achieved 

an interesting and diversified display this year.  

As usual we have a prime position – right on the 

end of an aisle.  We only just fitted, and if we 

have more next year I am sure they will give us 

more space.  I am enjoying my time as a Steward 

at the Fine Arts, so far – will confirm next 

issue!!!!!  Judith Madden (Sydney) was our guest 

judge and she seemed to enjoy the experience – 

she definitely inspected all pieces carefully and 

made constructive comments – these will be 

returned with each piece.  We are grateful for 

her assistance and it was a pleasure to have her 

here in Brisbane. 

Chermside Library Display Cases (2).  Thanks to 

Barbara and Glenda for their time and effort in 

putting together this display on Wednesday, 1st 

August.  Please take the time to drop in and 

enjoy; it will be up for the month. 

Our next activity will be the Annual General 

Meeting, Sunday 19th August – lunch after at 

Kedron Wavell RSL.  If you have any suggestions 

for activities or ways to improve our small 

group, please come and have your say.  I have 

put in my apologies as this is the day after the 

Ekka finishes and is the only Sunday that I am 

required, as all displays in the Fine Arts have to 

be dismantled – I know how long it took to put 

them up … 

This is the time of year to plan your next project.  

I am trying to varnish and the cold weather is 

not co-operating – planning time!!!. 

Stay warm and enjoy.   

Di Loxton 
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Photos of Judith Madden’s Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photos from the “Ekka” 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
RESULTS FROM EKKA 

Class 64 - Any article or set under multiple layers of 

varnish 
1st Diane  
2nd Glenda  
3rd Sue 
H/C Barbara 
Class 65 - Any article of set of decoupage (includes 
under glass) 
1st Glenda 
2nd Barbara 
3rd Diane 
Class 66 - Any article of set of wearable art 
incorporating decoupage 
1st Roger 
2nd Sue 
3rd Diane 
Class 67 - Any article of set of decoupage 
(including under glass) - Novice 
1st Leonora Stone 
2nd Lindsay 

Best Exhibit Open - Roger (walking stick) 



THE CHERMSIDE EXHIBITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a promotion for the Exhibition, published in 
a local newspaper: 

 
Stuck On Decoupage 

FROM humble beginnings in Italy in 1750 to 
Chermside Library in 2012, a group of decoupage 
fans is keen to keep the artwork alive. 
Decoupage is the art of decorating something by 
gluing coloured paper cut-outs onto it and 
incorporating special paint effects. 
This Sunday, the Decoupage Guild of Queensland is 
holding a free exhibition at Chermside Library.  
Members will explain the details of their artwork and 
provide demonstrations.  
Guild secretary Barbara Chapple said it was the 
creativity and challenge of decoupage that she loved. 
"Not many people do it any more so we like to 
promote the fact people still do decoupage," she said. 
"We like to show our craft to other people." She said 
each piece could take hours to complete depending 
on the design. "There can be a lot of fine cutting, 40 to 
50 layers, coats of lacquer, sanding and polishing," 
Mrs Chapple said. 
Visit decoupageqld.org or phone 3359 4937 
 

 
 
Decoupage artist Barbara Chapple. 
 



SECRETARY'S  JOTTINGS 

Winter Greetings – If it is not possible to be out 

enjoying the wonderful Queensland winter sun, 

the next best thing is to be working on a 

decoupage project.  Perhaps now is the time to 

be designing our pieces for the 2013 EKKA.  

Word is that the entries in the current 

presentation look great.  Congratulations to the 

winners and also to all entrants who by entering 

pieces are promoting the art of Decoupage, as 

was the wonderful recent exhibition of works at 

the Chermside Library. The Guild has also 

booked the 2 glass cases at the Library for the 

month of August which keeps the momentum 

going – hopefully these efforts together will 

result in some new members. 

I should mention that the Guild has also been 

invited to display work in the Library's new 

“Framed Exhibition” space, where pieces can be 

exhibited on a 1 month rotational basis.  This led 

me to wonder, being inspired by Judith Madden's 

photos of the New South Wales “Quilt” project, 

whether our members may consider something 

similar, all be it, on a smaller scale.  Mentioning 

Judith, leads me to comment on what an 

inspiration it was to have her join with us at the 

Chermside Exhibition demonstration; her 

“Cinderella Boxes” as well as other innovative 

things to do with serviettes – who would have 

believed that her magnificent bag was simply an 

addition of 2 serviettes. 

As was decided earlier in the year the workshop 

for August will be on “Cinderella Boxes”.  Hope 

you have been sourcing 2 litre Coke bottles (NB 

other brand bottles do NOT work).  Below is a 

list of materials for you to get together. 

See you at the Library on August 19th, this being 

the AGM where Office Bearers will be elected or 

re-elected.  Have you considered being part of 

“Official” team?  Such involvement is very 

rewarding.   

After the meeting and workshop, members are 

invited to join together for lunch at the nearby 

RSL Club. 

Happy Snipping, Gluing and Polishing ! 

Barbara Chapple (Secretary) 

MATERIALS  for  CINDERELLA BOXES 

1 X 2 litre Coke Brand plastic bottle (label 

removed and washed) 

Craft Knife/ Stanley Knife 

Large and small straight scissors 

Liquitex GMV decanted into wide mouth jar 

Soft, flat synthetic brushes for gluing (1cm to 

1.5cm size) 

Support to hold inverted bottle approx. 22-30cm 

high 

Blu-Tack  

Felt tipped pen 

Paper napkins size 13 x 14 inch x 3 ply (all over 

repeat patterns with a dark background – NOT 

geometrical patterns) (Alternatively thin rice 

paper may be used) 

Embellishments (eg. Small stickers, dots, 

squares, corners, left over sections after 

removing main sticker, 3D paint or relief paint 

and nail polish. 

Bead or tassle for finishing, Tape Measure, Ruler, 

Cutting Board. 

Water based varnish (eg. Aqualac) 

General – Towel, water container, sponges etc. 

 

 

 

 



*The Green Thing* 
 
In the line at the store, the young girl cashier told 
the older woman that plastic bags weren’t good 
for the environment. The old woman apologized 
to her and explained, “We didn’t have the green 
thing back in my day.” 
 
That’s right, they didn’t have the green thing in 
her day. 
 
Back then, they returned their milk bottles, Coke 
bottles and beer bottles to the store. The store 
sent them back to the plant to be washed and 
sterilized and refilled, using the same bottles 
over and over. So they really were recycled.  
 
But they didn’t have the green thing back her 
day. 
 
In her day, they walked up stairs, because they 
didn’t have an escalator in every store and office 
building. They walked to the grocery store and 
didn’t climb into a 300-horsepower machine 
every time they had to go two blocks. But she’s 
right.  
 
They didn’t have the green thing in her day. 
 
Back then, they washed the baby’s diapers 
because they didn’t have the throw-away kind. 
They dried clothes on a line, not in an energy 
gobbling machine burning up 220 volts – wind 
and solar power really did dry the clothes. Kids 
got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers 
or sisters, not always brand-new clothing.  
 
But that old lady is right, they didn’t have the 
green thing back in her day. 
 
Back then, they had one TV, or radio, in the 
house – not a TV in every room.  And the TV had 
a small screen the size of a pizza dish, not a 
screen the size of the state of Tasmania. In the 
kitchen, they blended and stirred by hand 
because they didn’t have electric machines to do  
everything for you. When they packaged a fragile 
item to send in the mail, they used wadded up 
newspaper to cushion it, not Styrofoam or  
plastic bubble wrap. Back then, they didn’t fire 
up an engine and burn gasoline just to cut the 
lawn. They used a push mower that ran on 
human power. They exercised by working so  

they didn’t need to go to a health club to run on 
treadmills that operate on electricity.  
 
But she’s right, they didn’t have the green thing 
back then. 
 
They drank from a fountain when they were 
thirsty, instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle 
every time they had a drink of water. They  
refilled pens with ink, instead of buying a new 
pen, and they replaced the razor blades in a 
razor instead of throwing away the whole razor  
just because the blade got dull. 
 
But they didn’t have the green thing back then. 
 
Back then, people took the train and kids rode 
their bikes to school or rode the school bus, 
instead of turning their mums into a 24-hour taxi  
service. They had one electrical outlet in a room, 
not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen 
appliances. And they didn’t need a computerized  
gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 
2,000 miles out in space in order to find the 
nearest pizza joint. 
 
But that old lady is right. They didn’t have the 
green thing back in her day. 
 
Odd that young ones would lament how wasteful 
older folks were just because they didn’t have 
the green thing back then! 
 

 

(Courtesy of Val English.  Thanks Val) 

 

 

Below is an e-mail I received recently.  I don’t 

know if anyone is interested, but I include it just 

in case. 

 

 

  

  

 

Hi, would you like to exchange links? I supply 

decoupage paper and scraps and would like to 

exchange links with you?  

my url is www.le-boudoir-online.com 

http://www.le-boudoir-online.com/
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND 

IMPORTANT INFO. FOR 

QUEENSLAND MEMBERS 

 

 Next meeting date:  

19 August 2012 

 

AGM followed by any 

general business and a 

Workshop – “Cinderella 

Boxes” 

 

This will be followed by lunch 

at the Kedron-Wavell RSL. 

 

(Don’t forget membership 

fees are now due) 
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